
BACKGROUND ON
Billy Elliot, The Musical

Music by Elton John. 
Book and Lyrics by Lee Hall.

2009 winner of 10 Tony Awards including: Best Musical, Best Choreography, Best Book and
Lyrics of a Musical, Best Actor in a Musical and Supporting Actor in a Musical; 2006 Olivier

Award for Best Musical, Best Choreography and Best Actor in a Musical.  Based on the
award-winning film.

Show Guidelines

One of the most celebrated and award-winning musicals on stage today, Billy Elliot has dazzled 
audiences around the world. With an unforgettable score by Elton John, sensational dancing and a 
powerful storyline,Billy Elliot is the inspirational story of a young boy’s struggle against the odds to 
make his dream come true, in a journey that takes him from the boxing ring to his true passion, dance.

Language

Dialogue and lyrics throughout the show include mature language.

Billy Elliot takes place in a northern England mining community where many of its residents are poor 
and have little education.

The words shit, bastard, hell, pissed, ass, bloody and crap are all used frequently, sometimes spoken by 
young characters.

Violence

Billy’s boxing teacher is physically rough with him and another boy.

The miners’ strike becomes violent on several occasions. In one instance, Billy puts himself in the 
middle of a fight between his dad and other miners on strike, getting hit.

Drugs/Alcohol

Beer and cigarettes are used.

Mature Themes

Class conflict and social inequality is a reoccurring theme throughout the miners’ strike.

Some dialogue and lyrics reference cross-dressing and homosexuality. In “Expressing Yourself,” Billy’s
friend Michael persuades Billy to have fun with him by dressing up in women's clothing and disdaining
the restrictive inhibitions of their working class community.

Michael kisses Billy in friendship.

Sexual References

Some dialogue and lyrics contain sexual innuendo.
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